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MISLABELING OF CANNED SOAKED DRY PEAS CHARGED 


The Food and Drug Administration has made a number of 
seizures of soaked dried peas not labeled “Below U. S. Standard” 
as required under the revised standards for canned peas promul- 
gated on May 25, 1932. In one case, the canner has applied for 
an injunction restraining the food officials from further action 
on the ground that canned soaked dry peas are a different generic 
product from canned immature green peas and that a separate 
standard for them is therefore necessary under the McNary- 
Mapes law. A hearing on the application for the restraining 
order will be held, probably early in December. 


Canners familiar with the McNary-Mapes standards will re- 
call that the standard for canned peas as first promulgated made 
no specific reference to soaked dry peas. In the revision of the 
standard last spring, a hearing on which was held on April 14, 
the following provision was made with respect to substandard 
quality designation : 

“(b) Canned peas which fail to meet the above standard in 
that they are prepared from mature, soaked dry peas shall also 
bear, in the form prescribed in paragraph 2, the special state- 
ment ‘soaked dry peas.’” 


PROVISION FOR U. 8S. GRADE ON CANNED FOOD LABELS 


The U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics recently an- 
nounced that on canned products for which it has established 
grades, and which are canned in a plant under the supervision 
of a government grader who subsequently grades representative 
samples after the cans have cooled and after there has been time 
for defects in processing to become apparent, the prefix “U. S.” 
may be used with the grade designation appearing on the label. 

The inspection and grading service of the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics was first extended to include canned fruits 
and vegetables by an amendment of the appropriation act for 
the fiscal year 1982. The appropriation act for the fiscal year 
1933 provides for market inspection of farm products as follows: 
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Market inspection of farm products: For enabling the Secretary of 
Agriculture, independently and in cooperation with other branches of the 
Government, State agencies, purchasing and consuming organizations, 
boards of trade, chambers of commerce, or other associations of business 
men or trade organizations, and persons or corporations engaged in the 
production, transportation, marketing, and distribution of farm and food 
products, whether operating in one or more jurisdictions, to investigate and 
certify to shippers and other interested parties the class, quality, and/or 
condition of cotton, tobacco, fruits and vegetables whether raw, dried, or 
canned, poultry, butter, hay, and other perishable farm products when 
offered for interstate shipment or when received at such important central 
markets as the Secretary of Agriculture may from time to time designate, 
or at points which may be conveniently reached therefrom, under such 
rules and regulations as he may prescribe, including payment of such fees 
as will be reasonable and as nearly as may be to cover the cost for the 
service rendered: Provided, That certificates issued by the authorized agents 
of the department shall be received in all courts of the United States as 
prima facie evidence of the truth of the statements therein contained, 
$537,796. 

This inspection and grading service is not regulatory, as is 
the McNary-Mapes Amendment to the Food and Drugs Act, and 
is available to canners only on request and at its approximate 
cost. The cost is covered in part by the fees collected for the 
certificates of grade which the Bureau is authorized to issue. 
Such certificates have found wide usage in supporting deliveries 
in the sale of fruits and vegetables and may be used similarly by 
the canning industry. As stated in the Act, these certificates 
are received in all courts of the United States as prima facie 
evidence of the truth of the statements therein contained. 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics has promulgated 
grades for canned corn, canned peas, and canned tomatoes. Ten- 
tative grades have been issued for canned beets, lima beans, 
pumpkin, sauerkraut, snap beans, spinach, succotash, tomato 
pulp, and grapefruit, and the Bureau now has under test and 
consideration grades for canned applesauce, asparagus, carrots, 
mushrooms, okra, pimentos, plums and sweet potatoes. The 
quality is stated in terms of grade standards developed by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics as follows: “Grade A 


(fancy)”; “Grade B (extra standard or choice)”; and “Grade 
C (standard).” 


ROOM DIRECTORY TO REPLACE ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION 


It has been decided not to have at the coming annual conven- 
tion an Association registration desk such as heretofore pro- 
vided. The chief purpose of the registration of canners in attend- 
ance at the convention has been to secure their names and room 
reservations so that this information would be available for per- 
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sons desiring to get in touch with them. The Room Directory 
published and distributed by the Stevens Hotel furnishes this 
information, and it covers brokers and canning machinery and 
supply firms as well as canners. Consequently there has been 
less reference to the registration desk for such information and 
many canners have not registered, knowing that their names and 
room numbers will be available in the Room Directory. As the 
usual registration will be omitted, badges will not be distributed. 


An Information Booth will be open, however, under the di- 
rection of a member of the Association staff, where canners in 
attendance at the convention may obtain information on Asso- 
ciation affairs, convention arrangements, etc., and where copies 
of the program will be distributed. 


Member canners who expect to attend the convention and 
who wish to assure that their names and room numbers appear 
in the Room Directory should therefore make application to the 
Association for room reservations, if they have not already done 
so. Members have the privilege of cancelling reservations at 
any time prior to one week in advance of the opening date of the 
convention. 


CARE URGED TO PREVENT DAMAGE IN SHIPMENT 


Complaints with respect to damage of canned foods ship- 
ments due to unsatisfactory packing in fibreboard containers 
have been brought to the attention of the National Canners As- 
sociation by Chairman R. C. Fyfe of the Western Classification 
Committee. In his letter, Chairman Fyfe states that such dam- 
age “is getting to be a sore spot with the carriers,” and that he 
believes the difficulty can be traced largely to the lack of protec- 
tion given by containers. Chairman Fyfe further states: 


“The principal source of these complaints can be attributed to two 
causes, improper containers and containers not properly constructed. You 
recognize that to carry safely we should have a tight pack, and cans 
should ride in the case rim to rim. It is common practice for canners to 
accept boxes with space between inner flaps so wide that the center cans 
ride low, resulting in loose pack and rim denting. On a recent car of 
string beans in large cans from seaboard to Chicago, the damage on a 
single car amounted to $470. The loss can be attributed to these causes: 
First, the cases were badly sealed, flaps not being tightly drawn together; 
second, there were no fill-in pads between flaps, and the two center cans 
dropped down about one quarter of an inch, adding to loose pack. There 
were 1,000 cases in the car, the invoice price of which was $1,616. 

“The load in the car had shifted from two to six inches. Cases had 
buckled and crushed and the larger part of the car was found to have been 
dented. Had cases been properly constructed to give even loading surface, 
with cans riding rim to rim instead of rim to side, and with cases properly 
sealed, I am certain this damage would not have occurred.” 
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AUTHORITY OF FOOD INSPECTORS 


Some weeks ago the Association placed before the U. 8S. Food 
and Drug Administration the following questions asked by one 
of its members: 

“Do food inspectors of the United States Department of Agriculture 
have the authority to come into our office and examine our records in order 
to find out to whom we are shipping our canned food products except to 
trace a specific shipment? Do they have the authority to go through our 
warehouse and examine our stock, even assuming that we are doing an in- 
terstate business?” 

In a letter from the Assistant Chief of the Administration 
the inquiry is answered as follows: 

“The scope of our authority under the Food and Drugs Act to do these 
things has never been subjected to judicial determination. The question 
is one which, in the Department’s 25 years experience in the enforcement 
of the act, has rarely been raised. The practically universal cooperation 
which we receive from the food industry in connection with requests of 
this kind by our inspectors reflects the realization on the part of food manu- 
facturers of the fact that the examinations of stocks of goods on their 
own premises, and the acquiring of information as to the identity of their 
customers, react to the benefit of the firm in question with no loss of pro- 
tection to the consuming public. That widespread and blind sampling oper- 
ation which would cause inevitable apprehension on the part of the dis- 
tributing and consuming trade is thus largely obviated and is generally 
appreciated by food manufacturers.” 


CENSUS REPORT ON CANNING OUTPUT IN 1931 


Preliminary statistics on the output of canned and processed 
fruits and vegetables, and pickles, preserves, jams, jellies and 
sauces in 1931 have been issued by the U. 8. Census Bureau. 
According to these figures the total output amounted to $481,- 
416,068 (at f. o. b. factory prices), a decrease of 33.3 per cent as 
compared with $721,845,902 reported for 1929. 

The more important items and groups of items which con- 
tributed to the total for 1981 are as follows: Canned vegetables 
and soups, 104,731,741 cases, valued at $210,997,427; canned 
fruits, 28,574,013 cases, $79,297,064; dried fruits, 1,083,035,583 
pounds, $60,564,703; preserves, jams, jellies, and fruit butters, 
$27,101,118; pickles, $28,998,364; mayonnaise dressing, $22,- 
894,604; ketchup, $15,805,214. 

The following table shows the volume (in cases of all sizes 
of containers) and the value of the output of canned vegetables 
and fruits in 1931, along with comparative figures for 1929 so far 
as they were separately reported. The figures for 1981 repre- 
sent production; those for 1929 refer to sales (shipments or de- 
liveries) by manufacturers. 
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VEGETABLES AND Soups 


1,464,185 
$2,372,734 


139,920 


19,366,384 
$31,470,531 


76,871 
$138,745 


68,736 
$111,606 


1,007,011 


1929 
2,727,471 

$15,465 
17,208,772 
$35,556,381 
6,480,813 
$16,212,996 
1,246,456 
$3,413,431 
1,500,839 
$4,466,333 
4,385,149 
$10,014,534 


1,911,020 
$4,576,884 


16,723,516 
$36,797,117 


252,839 
$575,522 


1,765,324 
$2,531,737 


4,224,114 
$8,421,666 


Increase or 
decrease 
Per cent 

—81.2 
—32.8 


—31.8 
—34.4 


—20.3 
—60.2 


— 25 
—30.4 


—16,2 
—22.9 


+10.8 
—16.9 


—23.4 
—48.2 


—145 


—5.9 


e 
1931 
Asparagus: 
ith pork ith 
, with pork or with sauce— ; 
| 
Green— 
1,215,000 
Cai 1,748,784 
= 4,837,336 
Carrots: 
Greens, other than spinach: _ 
1,075,231 —39.1 
8,642,235 13.8 
—35.6 
Kraut juice: 
Peas: 
Pimientos: 
$080,610 $2,014,405 
Pumpkin and squash : 
Rhubarb: 
Spaghetti: 
pivach 
0 Succotash : 
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VEGETABLES AND Soups (Continued) 


Increase or 
1981 1929 decrease 
Sweet potatoes: Per cent 
Tomatoes : 
13,833,079 21,401,255 —35.4 
Tomato cocktails : 
Tomato juice: 
Tomato paste: 
Tomato pulp: d 
Tomato sauce: 
Value $2,548,608 —56.2 
Vegetable puree: 
Value .... $1,976,074 a 
Vegetables, mixed: 
Value $1,070,523 $1,981,055 —46.0 
Other canned vegetables and soups: 
CANNED Fruits 
Apples: 
Value .... . $8,821,767 $7,040,987 —68.2 
Apple sauce: 
1,009,688 903,391 —11.8 
Apricots: 
Cases 2,115,847 4,267,204 —0.4 
$5,500,714 $17,134,232 —67.9 
Berries : 
Blackberries— 
1,480,847 $2,417,674 —408 
Blueberries— 
Cases .... 204,879 228,441 +29.1 
Loganberries— 
Value $1,319,468 + 88 
black— 
Raspberries, red— 608,335 +27.7 
529,207 | $3,260,177 —17.1 
Strawberries— 
285,570 403,204 —29.2 
Value ... $1,491,088 $2,418,250 —38.3 
Other berries— 


73,521 
$222,397 


84,925 +15.5 
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CaNnnepD Fruits (Continued) 
Increase or 
1931 1920 decrease 
Cherries : Per cent 
Sour— 
1,473,499 1,123,855 +81.1 
Sweet— 
Value $1,708,530 $6,083,935 —T19 
Fruits for salad 
Grapefruit: 
$3,835,003 $4,136,803 — 73 
juice 
Olives, ripe: f 
Peaches: 
Value 39, $35,675,117 —36.5 
Pears: 
$12,123,971 $24,450,473 —i0.4 
Plums: 
Value $461,163 —17.6 
Prunes: 
Value $1,627,140 $3,225,100 —40.5 
Orange juice 
829,826 +28.2 
fruits: oss, $3,128,008 —i12 
Orner Propucts 
Preserves, jams, jellies........... $27,101,113 $47,149,358  ...... 
Maraschino cherries ........... $3,304,468 h 
Horseradish, prepared, value. . wa $1,276,796 $1,375,128 — 72 
Olives, bottled and in bulk, value. .... $7,381,547 $9,307,604 —21.5 
Pickles, value ... oer es $34,480,925 —15.9 
Prepared mustard, Value. nen $6,902.512 $8,155,170 —14.3 
Salad dressings: 
Mayonnaise, value ... ........... 894,604 ,699,641 —22.9 
Other raw dressings, value. . $4, 482.074 939,875,056 
$7,015,112 $9,012,864 —22.2 
Kraut in bulk, value... $2,664,421 $4,270,605 —37.6 
Tomato pulp, in bulk, value ..+....... O77 ‘ —89.2 
- aN o comparable figure for quantity; value included in that for “Other canned vegetables 


b See also “Kraut in bulk.” 


e The figures for number of cases for 1931 and 1929 are 
reported 


reason that one important manufacturer 
different sizes. 
d See also “Tomato pulp in bulk.” 


not strictly comparable for the 


e The quantity and value figures for 1929 include data for the items 
with the 


@ and thus are not strictly oomennee 
centages have, therefore, been computed 
{ See also “Olives, bottled and in bulk.” 


covered by 
figures for 1931. 


footnote 
No per- 


Includes value of salad YJ ow therefore is not comparable with figures for 1931. 


: Included in “Preserves, 
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The canning and preserving industry (fruits, vegetables, 
pickles, jellies, preserves and sauces) as defined for census pur- 
poses embraces establishments engaged wholly or principally in 
canning and preserving fruits and vegetables; in preserving and 
drying fruits and vegetables, and in manufacturing preserves, 
jel:ies, pickles, sauces, dressings, ketchup, prepared mustard, etc. 
For the industry as so defined the Census Bureau furnishes sta- 
tistics on number of establishments, wage earners, etc., which 
are summarized in the following table: 


Per cent of 
1931 1929 decrease 

Number of establishments.............. 2,530 2,007 15.6 

Wage earners (average for the year) .. 80,047 98,866 19.0 

Cost of of materials, containers for gooneetn, 

fuel, and purchased electric energy. 21,634,890 30.4 

Products, total value................6. 12,416,901 750,342,041 81.7 
le and processed vegetables and 

Other $41,361,085 $45,676,278 0.4 

Value added by manufacture........... $190,782,002 $288,279,013 82.8 


Wage earners as above given do not include salaried officers 
and employes. The average number of wage earners is based on 
the numbers reported for the several months of the year. This 
average probably exceeds somewhat the number that would have 
been required for the work performed if all had been continu- 
ously employed throughout the year, because of the fact that 
manufacturers report the number employed on or about the 15th 
day of each month, as shown by the payrolls, usually taking no 
account of the possibility that some or all of the wage earners 
may have been on part time or for some other reason may not 
actually have worked the entire month. Thus it becomes neces- 
sary to give equal weight to full-time and part-time wage earners 
in calculating the average, and therefore the average may over- 
state somewhat the amount of full-time employment. For this 
reason the quotient obtained by dividing the amount of wages by 
the average number of wage earners can not be accepted as rep- 
resenting the average wage received by full-time wage earners. 

Manufacturers’ profits can not be calculated from the cen- 
sus figures because no data are collected for certain expense 
items, such as salaries, interest on investment, rent, deprecia- 
tion, taxes, insurance, and advertising. 

For 1981 the “value of product” represents production; for 
1929, sales (shipments or deliveries) by manufacturers. 

The item “value added by manufacture” is the value of 
products less cost of materials, containers for products, fuel, and 
purchased electric energy. 
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INVESTIGATION OF CANNED MUSHROOMS DENIED 


The United States Tariff Commission announced on Novem- 
ber 26 that it had denied and dismissed, without prejudice, two 
applications filed by French firms through the French Embassy 
and our State Department for investigation of the cost of pro- 
duction of fresh, dried and prepared or preserved mushrooms. 
The purpose of these applications was to secure a reduction in 
duty. Similar action was taken by the Commission on an appli- 
cation filed by an American firm requesting an investigation of 
French endive, the purpose of this application being to secure 
an increase in duty. 


INVESTIGATION OF SWORDFISH REQUESTED 


Application has been filed with the U. S. Tariff Commission 
for an investigation of the cost of production of swordfish, under 
the flexible provision of the tariff law. The application was made 
by the Massachusetts Fisheries Association and Federated Fish- 
ing Boats of America, with the object of securing an increase in 
duty. 


NEW YORK PACK OF TOMATOES 


The tomato pack in New York in 1932, as compiled by the 
Association of New York State Canners, was equivalent to 757,- 
021 standard cases of No, 2’s, as compared with 882,194 cases in 
1931. The pack in different sizes of containers was as follows: 


Cases 
No, 1 (Including No, 300)... bine BO wad 8,269 
No, 2 (Including glass) .... 
94,410 

* Dozens. 


The pack from 1925 to 1932, in equivalent standard cases, 
has been as follows: 


Years Cases Years Cases 

1926 508,588 1980 677,863 
1928 757,021 


CANNED FOOD EXPORTS IN OCTOBER 


Exports of canned foods as a whole were smaller in October 
than in the corresponding month of 1931. The detailed figures 
show, however, that there were increases in the shipments of 
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asparagus, tomatoes, apples and applesauce, cherries, pineapple 
and salmon. 

The monthly statistics as compiled by the Department of 
Commerce follow. 


October,1981 October, 1932 
Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total.............. 1,490,868 $306,481 852,988 $177,088 
$17,842 687,254 140,410 
80,252 20,165 60,731 18,821 
88,221 18,733 43,593 7,282 
Canned vegetables, total.... . 8,450,717 $11,137 2,715,846 215,900 
Asparagus ....... ‘ 820,679 119,757 867,375 103,814 
Baked wane, © and I pork and beans. 893,322 53,158 488,873 20,266 
Corn ..... ‘ $24,823 22,936 107,404 7,200 
Peas ...... 839,115 29,270 10,232 
era 307,169 36,086 84,076 10,500 
Tomatoes 523,726 27,622 908,% 53,574 
Other ... 232,883 22,358 126,426 10,233 
Condensed milk........ 1,179,700 195,100 582,792 72,068 
Evaporated milk......... 8,610,212 275,004 2,833,005 149,889 
Canned fruits, total. ee ... 80,704,342 3,040,407 35,138,259 2,120,924 
Apples and 83,130 6,002,306 230,786 
Loganberries . .. ..........++. 1,280,060 108,583 94,561 6,460 
Other berries 208,533 45,866 48,883 5,118 
Cherries. 68,834 8,328 73,560 7,889 
Fruits for . 6,212,800 622,814 3,692,520 368,708 
Peaches ......... ; . 10,926,192 761,168 7,956,770 454,288 
14,214,062 972,825 11,616,175 675,327 
121,061 3,008,511 217,056 
Salmon ...... 504,353 4,224,900 444,244 


SHRIMP PACK TO NOVEMBER 15TH 


The pack of shrimp from November 1 to 15, as announced 
by the Shrimp Section of the Association, was 27,094 cases, as 
compared with 42,680 cases in the corresponding period last 
year. The pack from August 1 to November 15, by states, for 
the last two years follows: 

August 1 to November 15 
1981 1932 


States 


The net decrease under the 1931 pack was 119,666 cases, or 
221% per cent. 
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TOMATO PRODUCTS IMPORTS 


Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
1931 Pounds Value Pounds Value 
5,611,727 $198,377 706,143 $62,736 
February ................. 7,876,881 235,570 873,380 75,768 
May 8,002,008 289,368 3,333 68. 
June 5,517,049 201,246 1,047,352 88,704 
August 8,579,515 124,590 2,564,658 218,210 
8,405,¢ 111,513 366,012 23,508 
8,963,883 283,786 875,500 50,385 
62,951,244 $2,178,236 11,155,658 $897,671 
1932 
341,551 652,718 41,161 
388,655 961,844 70,524 
251,752 805,181 58,402 
8,201,979 127,073 717,271 50,701 
September ................ 4,572,800 133,004 1,083,689 T4070 
$2,407,055 8,885,366 $622,200 


’ MORE CABBAGE THAN LAST YEAR 


Growers and dealers together reported November 1 holdings 
of nearly 176,000 tons of cabbage in 8 late states, or 48,000 more 
than last year and considerably above the storage stocks of any 
recent season. New York State had heavy supplies of 134,000 
tons. The 28,400 tons reported by Wisconsin was fully 70 per 
cent more than last season at this time, but much less than the 
Wisconsin holdings in 1929 or 1930. About 55 per cent of the 
1932 crop of Danish-type cabbage was on hand at the opening of 
November, compared with 48 per cent to 51 per cent of the pro- 
duction in the past three seasons. 


TRUCK CROP SHIPMENTS 


Total shipments of 30 fruit and vegetable products decreased 
to 12,290 cars for the week ended November 26, as against 12,470 
a year ago. Movement of potatoes amounted to 2,515 cars, 
oranges 2,120, apples 1,645 and lettuce nearly 1,100 cars. Total 
shipments of oranges were one-fifth heavier than last season. 
Grapefruit decreased to 565 cars; Florida shipments were much 
lighter, but Texas much heavier, than a year ago. Grape move- 
ment still amounted to 620 cars from California. 

Green peas from Imperial Valley of California totaled 150 
carloads, or twelve times as many as last autumn. Texas spinach 
shipments increased to 145 and Virginia originated 125 cars. 
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Carrots dropped to about 110 carloads for the week, of which 
California furnished 85, New York 20, and Texas and Arizona 
a few. 


PRODUCTION AND STOCKS MILK 
1931 Change 
Pounds Per cent 


145,668,873 120,802,470 +12.22 
Condensed (7 firms)............... . 16,801,658 17,264,108 — 56.58 
Total production, October: 


Evaporated (83 firms)..............+. 100,777,744 96,040,721 + 4.93 


IMPORTS OF JAPANESE CANNED TUNA 
Imports of canned tuna fish from Japan during October, 
1932, amounted to 1,184,958 pounds valued at $128,554, making 


a total for the first ten months of 1932 of 5,215,444 pounds 
valued at $657,655. 


ESTIMATED ITALIAN TOMATO PACK 


The total Italian tomato pack is estimated at 1,200,000 cases, 
of which 1,000,000 cases have been sold, according to the Rome 
office of the U. 8S. Department of Commerce. 


Manufacturers’ stocks (case ont) me. 1: 
Evaporated (33 firms) . 
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